
2026 Midyear Market Trends

Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA)...$135,576,057
Anesthesiology .........................$73,477,718
Gastroenterology .....................$47,128,078
Hematology/Oncology .........$43,105,680
Obstetrics/Gynecology .........$38,944,147

Hospitalist ...................................$35,574,326
Emergency Medicine ..............$23,852,498
Urology..........................................$20,001,261
Interventional Cardiology.....$17,473,141
Cardiothoracic Surgery PA...$16,236,392

TOP SPECIALTIES BY TOTAL SPEND

TOP SPECIALTIES BY DEMAND - SHIFTS REQUESTED

TOP INCREASES IN MEDIAN HOURLY  
RATE BY SPECIALTY
1.	 Cardiology.......................................................+31%
2.	 Interventional Cardiology ........................+21%
3.	 Rheumatology...............................................+16%
4.	 General Dentistry..........................................+15%
5.	 Cardiology NP ...............................................+15%
6.	 Urology .............................................................+15%
7.	 Neonatology PA ............................................+14%
8.	 Pathology (anatomic and clinical) .....+14%
9.	 Neonatology NP ............................................+13%
10.	 Radiology (breast only) ...........................+13%
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TOP DECREASES IN MEDIAN HOURLY  
RATE BY SPECIALTY
1.	 Neurohospitalist..............................................  -25%
2.	 Internal Medicine.............................................-24%
3.	 Orthopedic Surgery PA..................................-17%
4.	 Pediatric Hospitalist.......................................-11%
5.	 Infectious Disease...........................................-11%
6.	 General Surgery PA.........................................-10%
7.	 Family NP.............................................................-10%
8.	 Anesthesiology....................................................-6%
9.	 Otolaryngology....................................................-6%
10.	 General Surgery..................................................-5%
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TOP SPECIALTIES BY DECREASE  
IN DEMAND YEAR OVER YEAR
1.	 Orthopaedic PA................................................-93%
2.	 Anatomic and Clinical 
	 Pediatric Pathology........................................-89%
3.	 Optometrist........................................................-85%
4.	 Internal Medicine PA......................................-84%
5.	 Adult Cardiothoracic 
	 Anesthesiology.................................................-76%
6.	 Pediatric Infectious Disease........................-66%
7.	 Acute Care NP...................................................-66%
8.	 Psychiatric NP....................................................-63%
9.	 Pediatric Urology.............................................-60%
10.	 Hospitalist PA.....................................................-60%

TOP SPECIALTIES BY INCREASE  
IN DEMAND YEAR OVER YEAR
1.	 Adult Medicine NP....................................+946%
2.	 Urgent Care NP..........................................+505%
3.	 Neurology PA..............................................+486%
4.	 Hospice and Palliative Medicine........+399%
5.	 Orthopaedic Surgery (Trauma).........+388%
6.	 Cardiovascular Disease........................+342%
7.	 Certified Anesthesiologist 
	 Assistant.......................................................+336%
8.	 Emergency Medicine PA........................+333%
9.	 Pediatric Endocrinology.........................+302%
10.	 Obstetrics and Gynecology.................+266%

HIGHEST AVERAGE NUMBER OF 
CANDIDATES PER SEARCH
1.	 Critical Care Medicine..................................10.9
2.	 Family NP ...........................................................10.2
3.	 Nurse Practitioner (NP)................................10.0
4.	 Neurosurgery PA................................................9.1
5.	 Critical Care/Intensive Care PA..................8.4
6.	 Pulmonary Disease  

and Critical Care Medicine ..........................8.4
7.	 Emergency Medicine NP.................................8.1
8.	 Cardiovascular Surgery ................................7.9
9.	 Internal Medicine ..............................................7.8
10.	 Hospitalist.............................................................7.5

LOWEST AVERAGE NUMBER OF 
CANDIDATES PER SEARCH
1.	 Acute Care NP.......................................................2.6
2.	 Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA)...............................3.8
3.	 Urology.....................................................................4.0
4.	 Obstetrics and Gynecology............................4.0
5.	 Pediatric Hospitalist...........................................4.1
6.	 Cardiovascular/

Cardiothoracic Surgery PA..............................4.1
7.	 Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation........4.1
8.	 Anesthesiology.....................................................4.3
9.	 Radiation Oncology............................................4.4
10.	 Neurological Surgery.........................................4.5

© Locumsmart 2026/08  LM-241713


